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Library Advisory Committee 
March 10, 2021 
 
Members present via Zoom:  John Eye (chair), Chris Croft, Max Grivno, Susan Mullican, Xinyu Yu 
 
Review Bylaws 
The Library Advisory Committee (LAC) bylaws were reviewed with minor edits adding “schools” to Key 
Responsibilities, first and third bullets, to reflect recent reorganization.   
 
Campus Reorganization - Libraries 
The workload of the research services librarians will change to align with the recent reorganization.   The 
Libraries may try to hire a distance learning librarian position or identify a current librarian to support 
online learning initiatives.  
 
Collection development budgets will not be affected by the reorganization.  Also, as we purchase more 
ebooks, our budget dollars will go further. 
 
Laptop loan program, https://lib.usm.edu/about_us/news/laptop_loan_program.html  
Loaner laptops are be available on both the Gulf Park and Hattiesburg campuses. Students will specify 
their campus on the application form. The applications will be reviewed with priority going to students 
who have no technology available to them off-campus.  
 
Course Reserves – Digital Format, https://lib.usm.edu/about_us/news/course_reserves.html  
Cook Library is making course reserves available in a digital format. Faculty may place requests, using 
the online course reserve form, for any print material that University Libraries owns. Once the item has 
been digitized and is available for loan, students can request online access to the material.  
 
Digital reserves lend just like physical reserves; therefore, materials will only be available to one student 
at a time for a limited checkout period.  
 
General education curriculum textbooks, loaned for up to three hours at a time, will also be available in 
a digital format. For a current list of general education curriculum courses, click here.  
 
Course reserve are materials put on reserve at the request of faculty and set aside for a specific 
academic course or other use. Materials on reserve have shorter loan periods than other library 
materials to allow access to a larger number of students or faculty.  
 
Cook Library Remodel 
https://lib.usm.edu/about_us/cook_renovations/renovations_nearing_completion.html  
The renovation project in Cook Library is near completion.  Departments relocated to Cook Library 
during the renovation include the Bower Academic Center, Center for Student Success, Math Center, 
Trio-Student Support Services, and the University Advisement Center. 
 
McCain construction update 
Compact shelving was installed in a portion of the renovated space on the first floor of McCain Library, 
and work on the building’s exterior was done to keep moisture out.  Portions of the renovated space will 
be used for university archives, and an application was submitted to acquire more space to be used for 
Mississippiana and rare books.   
Elsevier update 
University Libraries’ largest journal contract is with Elsevier.  We are working with Ole Miss, MS State, 
and Mississippi Medical Center on a shared contract rather than each institution having its own contract 
as done in the past.  Although the institutions are in agreement, Elsevier has been slow to respond. 
 
ILL update 
The Libraries will replace ILLiad with a new product from the same vendor.  Tipasa is similar to ILLiad but 
easier on our side as well as for users.  Tipasa will probably roll out this summer. 
 
Interlibrary loan requests are fulfilled as soon as possible.  Using RapidILL, which is now integrated into 
the Libraries’ regular library loan service, some requests can be fulfilled within twelve hours. 
 
Other updates: 
Through the hearing process, University Libraries received $150,000 allocated to the collection budget.  
By gathering statistical data, high in demand journals have been identified and will be purchased at the 
beginning of the fiscal year.   
 
A new catalog librarian, Diana Simpson, was hired to replace Xiaojie Duan and started in February.   
The new head of technical services, Melissa Brooks, will start on March 22, 2021. 
 
